
COLLEGE MYTHS AND REALITIES 

Don’t buy into these myths…be true to who you are! 

Myth:   Bingham will get me into college. 

Reality: While Bingham offers you the opportunity to start a great education, what you do with 

this chance is up to you. Bingham does not make admissions decisions. 

 

Myth: I will only be happy if I get into a specific college. 

Reality: No college can guarantee happiness or success. 

 

Myth: The “bigger the college name” = better education. 

Reality: There are no guarantees. The better education = the college that matches your abilities 

and expectations. 

 

Myth: If I score well on the SAT or ACT I can get in anywhere. 

Reality: While test scores are important, they are just one piece of the admissions puzzle. They 

are not the most important. 

 

Myth: Colleges only care about my GPA. 

Reality: This is NOT true. Colleges want to see students who take academically challenging 

courses and who are activity engaged outside the classroom. They are not looking for 

students who take the easiest course schedule so that they get top grades. 

 

Myth: After Bingham, I could never go to a large university. 

Reality: Many Bingham students have no trouble handling big universities. Others want to go to 

a smaller college. Which do YOU want? 

 

Myth: If I don’t go to a school near or in a city, I’ll die of boredom. 

Reality: Any time there are a number of 18-22-year-olds together, you have the makings of a 

great deal of fun. Rural colleges know where they are; they work hard to provide fun 

and interesting things to do. 

 

Myth: If I apply to 10 or more colleges, I’ll get into more and have more choices. 

Reality: To be admitted, you have to do a good job on the application. You also need to know 

why you want to apply and be convincing. If you need a full scholarship, however, you 

may need to apply to 15-20 colleges. Remember, applications are hard work and take 

time to do well.  

 

 

 

 



Myth: I need to know my major when I choose a college. 

Reality: While this is generally true for European universities, it is not true for North American 

ones. On average, 80% of college students change his/her major at least once and most 

change it 3 times. It is OK to apply as “Undecided.” 

 

Myth: I can’t get a job with a liberal arts degree unless I want to be a teacher  

Reality: In most cases, companies care more about how well you did rather than what your 

major was. They will train you.  


